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Global Convergence Research Program-International Research Institute Grants

[J Title of the Project : Global Convergence Research Program-International
Research Institute Grants

[J Funding Agency: National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

(] Project Duration: 2025.9.1 ~ 2031.8.31. (6 years)

* Three years into the project, the NRF will conduct a thorough evaluation of the
research performance, and the ensuing results will dictate the direction of support
for the subsequent three years.

[0 Annual Project Funding: 84b5million KRW (about US$ 636,000)

[] Project Background

The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence technology and the advent of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution have significantly heightened the impact of science and
technology on daily life, extending beyond the industrial realm. In response, the
Korean government is swiftly advancing its support for 'S&T-based convergence
research,' developing technologies and strategies that address societal issues from a
science and technology (S&T) perspective. While this approach contributes to the
creation of innovative convergence knowledge and technologies, its effectiveness is

constrained by a lack of diverse perspectives.

Recognizing this limitation, the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF), backed
by the Korean government, is championing the Global Humanities and Social
Convergence Research (GHSCR) Project. This initiative aims to facilitate convergence
research grounded in humanities and social sciences, providing a platform for
Korean researchers to collaboratively explore solutions to emerging social challenges
alongside their counterparts in the sciences and engineering. Furthermore, the
project supports Korean researchers in the humanities and social sciences in
engaging in collaborative research endeavors with scholars from foreign universities,

fostering an international dimension to the pursuit of innovative solutions.

[ ] Project Objectives
The project's primary goal is to provide support to research centers in the
humanities and social sciences at Korean universities, fostering collaboration with

international counterparts for the purpose of conducting convergence research.
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Through these partnerships, the project aims to elevate the research capabilities of
Korean centers, while concurrently nurturing a pool of human resources equipped
with advanced global research capabilities.

[] Key Project Activities

The core activities of the project encompass:

1. Establishment of Collaborative Research Networks:
e Forge partnerships between research centers in the humanities and social

sciences at Korean universities and their counterparts abroad.

2. Conducting Convergence Research:
e Support joint research initiatives between Korean and foreign research centers,

emphasizing convergence in the humanities and social sciences.

3. Capacity Building for Korean Research Centers:
e Provide resources and infrastructure to enhance the research capabilities of
Korean centers.

4. Human Resource Development:
e Promote the cultivation of researchers with a global perspective and

interdisciplinary competencies.

5. Dissemination of Research Outcomes:
e Share the findings and insights generated through convergence research on a
global scale.

6. International Collaboration and Networking:
e Facilitate participation in international conferences and events to strengthen
global connections and promote cross-cultural understanding.

[J Requirements for participation in the project by foreign university research centers

- Foreign university research institutes interested in collaborating with Korean
university research institutes on the project must sign a Letter of Intent (LOI)
with the Korean university within three months of the project's commencement.

- "Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the directors of the
research centers at a Korean university and the research center of a foreign
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university. Alternatively, consider creating an MOU involving the presidents or
vice presidents of the respective universities.”

- The foreign university research center is required to formalize a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the Korean university research center, signifying their
commitment to collaborative academic initiatives. These joint activities encompass:
1) Coordinated research endeavors and collaborative paper publication: 2)
Coordination of international joint academic events; and 3) Facilitation of personnel
exchange, including researchers, graduate students, etc."

- Enable a minimum of two researchers from the center to partake in research
activities at a Korean university research center. The researchers must satisfy the
following criteria: 1) They must hold a full-time faculty position (assistant,
associate, or full professor) at a foreign wuniversity and be affiliated with a
university-affiliated research institute; 2) One of them is required to maintain
affiliation with the university for a minimum of three years from the project's
commencement (starting September 1, 2025); and 3) They must demonstrate a
recent record of publications in internationally recognized journals at least 3
article(SCIE, SSCI, A&HCI, SCOPUS level, etc.) or a foreign-published academic book
within the past 5 years."

[J Roles and Responsibilities of the Foreign University Center and Their Researchers

1. The foreign center is expected to act as a co-organizer in international joint
conferences arranged by the Korean wuniversity center throughout the project
duration

2. Facilitate reciprocal visits by researchers from the Korean institute to the foreign
institute, promoting collaborative research activities

3, Encourage foreign researchers to engage in interdisciplinary research with their
Korean counterparts and collaborate on joint publications

4, Facilitate the visitation of foreign researchers to Korea, encouraging their active
participation in academic conferences organized by the Korean university center

5. The National Research Foundation of Korea will provide financial support for
expenses related to joint academic activities between Korean and foreign
researchers as part of the project

[ ] Project Schedule Overview

O Application submission deadlines : May 26, 2025
O Selection Evaluation Results Announcement Schedule : September 1, 2025
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